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his work does Milton seem to have known the truth. The
statement that Milton knew the facts when he wrote his
* Defensio Secunda,' and that his pride prevented him from
owning his mistake is made by Du Moulin himself in a work
published in 1670, and repeated by Aubrey in his account of
Milton; but seems nevertheless to have been untrue. (Mas-
son, Life of Milton, iv. 630; v. 199, 220.)
P. 25,1. 23. Milton's c Pro se Defensio contra Alexandrum
Morum' was published on Aug. 8, 1655. (Masson, Life of
Milton, v. 198.)
P. 26, 1. 5. t Scriptum Domini Protectoris Republicae An-
gliae etc. ... in quo hujus republicae causa contra Hispanos
justa esse demonstratur,' published Nov. 1655. * Included
in editions of Milton's prose writings, on the probability,
though not quite the certainty, that it was Milton's perform-
ance* If so, it was the third great document in the nature
of a declaration of war furnished by Milton for the Com-
monwealth, the two former having been his Latin version of
the declaration of the causes of the war against the Scots in
June 1650, and his similar version of the declaration against
the Dutch in July 1652.' (Masson, Life of Milton, v. 240.)
1. 10. This took place in May 1656. Whitelocke, who gives
a long account of this treaty, writes under May 6, 'The
Swedish Ambassador again complained of the delays in his
business, and that, when he had desired to have the articles
of this treaty put into Latin, according to the custom in
treaties, it was fourteen days they made him stay for that
translation and sent it to one Mr. Milton, a blind man, to
put them into Latin, who, he said, must use an amanuensis to
read it to him, and that amanuensis might publish the matter
of the articles as he pleased; and that it seemed strange to
him there should be none but a blind man capable of putting
a few articles into Latin .... The employment of Mr. Milton
was excused to him, because several other servants of the
Council, fit for that employment, were then absent/ (Me-
morials, iv. 256; ed. 1853.)
L 16. This statement is based on Phillips' Life of Milton,
p. xxxiv.